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I didn’t grow up in the United Kingdom, so didn’t read computer magazines published 
there but had I been a U.K. kid, The Home Advanced Computer Course would have 
been my jam. It covers interesting tech topics, the pages are colorful, the writing is 
educational without pandering, and the topics engaging. It captures the fun of 
technology of the era— which is why I decided this year to buy the set and scan them 
all. A few issues were already online. I scanned the missing 82 issues; now all 96 issues 
are at the Internet Archive. 


The Home Advanced Computer Course was published by Orbis Publishing weekly 
from 1984 to 1985. Each issue was exactly 24 pages, intended to be saved as a 
collection, with the page number of each issue starting where the last one left off. 
Topics included microcomputers (naturally) but also robotics, programming, and 
electronic music. 


The magazine often featured BBC Micros and ZX Spectrums, but it had its share of 
Apple II content. Here are some major Apple [-related articles: 


Issue 8 has a one-page bio of Steve Wozniak, including the most unflattering portrait- 
an official picture “courtesy of Apple Computer’’-that I’ve seen of him. Steve Jobs is an 
also-ran, relegated to a thin sidebar. 


In issue 18, there’s a three-page spread dedicated to the Apple Ile. The magazine calls 
it the “Volkswagen of microcomputers” —I can’t decide if that is an apt description or 
mildly offensive. 


Issue 29 cracks open the new Apple IIc (literally, with a layered-internals diagram). It 
gives a positive and accurate assessment, paired with a sidebar sensibly suggesting 
caution, reminding the reader of the fates of the Lisa and the Apple III. 


Finally, check out issue 43’s article about robotic arms— some can be connected to the 
Apple II. 


You can read all the issues online or download PDFs from the Internet Archive: https:// 
archive.org/details/The Home Computer Course 
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